Grower profile – Charlie Lightbown, The Really Welsh Trading Company, Flintshire, North Wales

Born and bred in North Wales, farmer Charlie Lightbown grows around 4000 tonnes of leeks a year at The Really Welsh Trading Company in Flintshire.  After a spot of globetrotting, Charlie was no longer able to resist the pull of lovely Welsh leeks and returned home to become the only large scale grower in Wales of his country’s national emblem.


Charlie grows high quality leeks on 500 acres in Flintshire as well as just outside Wales in Cheshire and Shropshire.  Leeks require top quality land and ideally access to water and so there are limited areas for leek production.

Charlie and his team hand harvest Really Welsh leeks everyday from July through to May, to ensure they reach customers in perfect condition. Charlie reckons they cut around 100 tonnes of leeks a week.  Growing leeks is not an easy task and the time between planning the land, which varieties to use and harvesting can be up to18 months apart.  

Charlie plants up to twenty different varieties of leek and selection is key to the planning process, "Different types perform better at different time of year, especially important when we have a cold winter," explains Charlie.  "There are some varieties not suitable for planting beyond November as there is no way they would stand up to a frost."

Some of Charlie’s main Leek varieties include Belton, Celcius, Duraton, Runner, Galvani, Krypton, Lexton, Pluston and Volta.


Charlie has a highly skilled team of harvesters that brave even the coldest of conditions to harvest leeks year round.  It is tough work, but they are well rewarded and it means the leeks Charlie has nurtured all season and pulled and trimmed to a high standard are ready for the supermarket shelves.  There are ten full-time members of staff.  But, during busy harvest periods, Really Welsh can employ up to 100 people to make sure all the crops are harvested as soon as they are ready. 

Being Welsh and a leek farmer means Charlie is mad about leeks – both at work and at home.  He can often been found rustling up a leek based dish and pushed for his favourite, he says a Leek Gratin – delicious leeks with a creamy sauce. For more info on The Really Welsh Trading Company visit www.reallywelsh.com 

For further information on British leek growers in different parts of the country or to arrange a farm visit, please contact Seph Kenton on 07977 904244, seph@sephkentonpr.com or Carole Pendle on 07768 462601, carole@pendlepr.com

