British Leeks Growers case study – Strawson Limited
Strawson Ltd is a family run business, based at Bilsthorpe near Sherwood Forest in Nottinghamshire. Established in 1976 by Tony Strawson the business has grown significantly over the years, from farming 500 acres in the 1970s to 9,000 acres today.

Since 2000 the business has been run by Tony’s son Mark and his wife Jane.  The main focus is on growing root crops including carrots, parsnip and leeks for the supermarket sector.  Potatoes are farmed for the crisping industry, in addition to sugar beet and a wide range of combinable crops.
Leeks are grown in Nottinghamshire for the retail trade throughout the UK season.  Loose leeks are washed and packed in the field, ready for instant distribution to depot – producing extremely fresh, crisp leeks.  Facilities include three cutting rigs and a dedicated packhouse facility.


The company philosophy is to operate a flat management system with a young, well established team. Approximately 85 full time staff are employed along with a number of seasonal staff.  Strawson’s has a long history of employing students from various agricultural colleges, as placement students and also in graduate positions.
Tony Strawson is Mark’s father who set the business up originally, as C A Strawson Farming Ltd, the company then demerged in 2000 and Mark and Jane took on the main farming business – ( Mark & Jane are husband and wife) and created Strawson Ltd.
